» ~ yea 
aie Pcie i 
a 

= 2. 
eg 
fesnpibcesiai 2 
trey ~ 









y 
meson in 


ee ee —— a 
a ee 
Be 7 oF ane 
» Ae eR RS ye eS 
epetilng ne Aa ee see i eapha 


Fyne ES nee Ae 


THE 





















Medical and Agricultural Regifter. 


Vou. I. | 


A —_ 








‘AUGUST, 1806. [ No. 8. 








MEDICAL. 


Refujcitation of Life. 
‘THE refufcitation of life is a fubject deeply interefting 


to humanity, inftances of which, though rare in any one neighbor- 
hood, yet are numerous on record, and fufficiently juftify the moft 
active meafures, in all cafes of apparent death, without apparent 
caufe, fo long as there fhall be wanting the certain and unequivo- 
cal evidences of diffolution, This the medical man knows, but all 
people may not know it; and in cafes, where rays of hope may 
have been feen gleaming though the gloom, it is not improbable 
but the phyfician, whofe reputation is his life, may have been 
compelled to defift from meafures of the moft benevolent in- 
tention, left he fhould be  /aughed to {corn !” 

The cafe now to be related ftrongly illuftrates the propriety 
of thefe obfervations ; and it is hoped fuch well authenti- 
cated faéts, in all cafes where there exifts even the /hadow of a 
poffibility of remaining life, will teach people to be cautious in 
committing their friends too haftily to the dark and filent grave. 


> 
re 








A remarkable Account of the Refufcitation of Life, in the Cafe of 
the Rev. WiLL1aM TENNENT, of Freehold, New Ferfey ; com- 
municated by the Rev. SaMvUEL Austin, of Worcefer, with a 
Letter to the Editor, dated Fune 17, 1806. 


Extra from tke Rev. Mr. Austin’s Letter. 


«THE account which I mentioned to you, refpecting Mr. 
TENNENT, has juft been publifhed in the Affembly’s Magazine. 
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1¢ MEDICAL. 





if a a tem with that given in my letters from Mr. Boupinor. 
The Magazines were fent to me by him; and as the publication 
appears under the patronage of the moft refpectable body of 
clergy in the United States, the account, as here prefented, may 
be depended on as authentic. 

«1 wifh you would transfer this account into the Regifter, and 
that fome accurate theorift in the philofophy of animal nature 
would give us an expofition of this remarkable phenomenon. 
We have heard of many perfons refufcitated after lying a con- 
fiderable time apparently dead; but have we in fuch a form 
and in fuch a kind of reftoration; efpecially, with /uch an era/ure 


_and recovery of mental imspreffions ? Can thefe phenomena be 


reconciled to the fyftem of materialifm ?” 


The Account. 


« The late Rev. Wi_tiamM TENNENT, of Freehold, in the 
county of Monmouth, in the ftate of New Jeriey, of whom is 
the follow! ing account, was the fecond fon of the Rev. William 
Tennent, minifter of the gofpel at Nefhaminy, in Buck’s coun- 
ty, Pennfylvania. After a regular courfe of fiudy in theology, 
Mr. Tennent was preparing for his examination by the prefbyt- 
ery, as a candidate for the gofpel miniftry. His intenfe appli- 
cation affected his health, and brought on a pain in his breatt, 
and a flight hectic. He foon became emaciated, and at length 
was like a living flxeleton. His life was now threatened. Tle 
was attended by a phyfician, a young gentleman, who was at- 
tached to him by the ftriGeft and warmeit friendfhip. He grew 
worfe and worfe, till little hope of life was left. In this fitua- 
tion, his {pirits failed, and he began to entertain doubts of his 
final happineis. He was converfing one morning with his 
brother, in Latin, on the ftate of his foul, when he fainted and 
died away. After the ufual time, he was laid out on a board, 
according to the common practice of the country ; and the 
neighborhood were invited to attend his funeral on the next 
day. ° 

«In the evening his phyfician and friend returned from a ride 
into the country, and was afflifted beyond meafure at the news 
of his death. He could not be perfuaded it was certain ; and 

n being told that one of the perfons who had affifted in laying 
out the body thought he had obferved a little tremor of the 
flefh, under the arm, although the body was cold and ftiff, he 
endeavored to afcertain the faét. He firft put his hand into 
warn, water, to make it as fenfible as poflible, and then felt 
under the arm, and at the heart, and affirmed he felt an unufual 
warmth, though no one elfe could. He had the body reftored 
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to a warm bed; and infitted that the people, who had been 
invited to the funeral, fhould be requefted not to attend. ‘To 
this the brother (in whofe houfe he then was) objected as abfurd, 

the eyes being funk, the lips difcolored, and the whole body 
cold and tiff: however, the doé¢tor finally prevailed; and all 
probable means were ufed, to difcover fymptoms of returning 
life. But the third day arrived, and no hopes were entertained 
of fuccefs, but by the doctor, who never left him night nor day. 
The people were again invited, and afiembled to attend the 
funerai. The doétor ftill objeéted; and at laft confined his 
reque(t for delay to one hour, then to 4a/f an hour, and finally 
to a quarter of an hour. He had difcovered that the tongue 
was much {woln, and threatened to crack: he was endeavoring 
to foften it by fome emollient ointment, put upon it with a 
teather, when the brother came in, about the expiration of the 
laft period, and miftaking what the doctor was doing, for an 
attempt to feed him, m: anifefted fome refentment, and in a 
spirited tone faid, * It is fhameful to be feeding a lifelefs corpfe ;’ 
and infifted with earneftnefs, that the funeral fhould immedi- 
ately proceed. At this critical and important moment, the 
body, to the great alarm and aftoniihment of all prefent, opened 
its eyes, gave a dreadful groan, and funk again into apparent 
death. ‘{his put an end to all thoughts of burying him, and 
every effort was again employed, in hopes of bringing about a 
{peedy refufcitation, In about an hour the eyes again opened, 
a heavy groan proceeded from the body, and again all appear- 
ance of animation vanifhed; In another hour, life feemed to 
return with more power, and a complete revival took piace, to 
the great joy of the family and friends, and to the no {mall 
aftonifhment and conviction of very many who had been RipDI- 
CULING the idea of reftoring to life a dead body. 

«Mr. Tennent continued in fo weak and low a ftate for fix 
weeks, that great doubts were entertained of his final recovery ; 
however, adeet that period he recovered much fafter, but it was 
about twelve weeks before he was completely reftored. After 
he was able to walk the room, and to take notice of what pailed 
around him, on a Sunday afternoon, his fifier, who had ftaid 
from church to attend him, was reading in the Bible, when he 
took notice of it, and afked her what fhe had in her hand. 
She anfwered, that fhe was reading the Bible. Fe replied, 
‘ What is the Bible ? I know not what you mean.’ This af- 
fected the fifter fo much that fhe burft into tears, and informed 
him that he was once well acquainted with it. On her report- 
ing this to her brother, when he returned, Mr. Tennent was 
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found, upon examination, to be totally tgnorant of every tran{aétion 
of his life previous to his ficknefs. He could not read a fingle 
word, neither did he feem to have any idea of what it meant. 
As foon as he became capable of attention, he was taught to 
read and write, as children are ufually taught, and afterwards 
began to learn the Latin language under the tuition of his 
brother. One day as he was reciting a lefion in Cornelius 
Nepos, he fuddenly ftarted, clapped his hand to his head, as if 
fomething had hurt him, and made a paufe. His brother afked 
him what was the matter: he faid that he felt a fudden fhock 
in his head, and it now feemed to him as if he had read that 
book before. By degrees his recollection was reftored, and he 
could fpeak the Latin as fluently as before his ficknefs. His 
memory fo completely revived, that he gained aperfeét knowledge 
of the pait tranfactions of his lite, as if no difficulty had previ- 
oufly occurred.* ‘This event, at the time, made confiderable 
noife, and furnifhed a fubject of deep inveftigation and learned 
inguiry to the real philofopher and curious anatomift. 

« The candid reader is left to his own reflections on this 
interefting fubject. ‘The facts have been ftated, and they are 
unqueftionable. 

‘¢ As foon as circumf{tances would permit, Mr. Tennent was 
licenfed, and began to preach the everlafting gofpel with great 
zeal and fuccels. ‘The death of his brother, who had been fome 
time fettled as minifter of the Prefbyterian church at Freehold, 
in the county of Monmouth, New Jerfey, left that congregation 
in a deftitute ftate. They had experienced fo much fpiritual | 
benefit from the indefatigable labors and pious zeal of this able 
minifter of Jefus Chrift, that they foon turned their attention 
to his brother, who was received on trial, and after one year 
was found to be no unworthy fucceflor of fo excellent a prede- 
ceflor. In Ogtober, 1733, Mr. ‘Tennent was regularly ordained 
their paftor, and continued fo through the whole of a pretty 
long life, one of the beft proofs of minifterial fidelity.” 


* Tn a letter from the fucceffor of Mr. Tennent, in the paftoral charge of his 
church, to the author of this account, dated Monmouth, New Jerfey, Decem- 
ber 10, 1805, we find the following paragraph. 

‘* Mr. Tennent informed me, that he had fo entirely lof the recolle€tion of 
his palt life, and the benefit of his former ftudics, that he could neither under. 
tand what was fpoken to him, nor write nor read his ownname. That he had 
to begin all anew, and did not recolle&t that he had ever read before, until he 
had again learned his letters, and was able to pronounce the monolyllables, fuch 
as thee and theu; but that as his itrength returned, which was very flowly, his 
racmory alfo returned.” 
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For the MEDICAL an» AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 


DR. ADAMS, 


I KNOW not but that the following hints may be 
thought too ftale and barren for an infertion in your ufeful 
Regifter, but I have found a great advantage from pear seaanag this 
method, for thefe three years pait. Yours, 


J. W. JOHNSON. 
The Lofs fuftained by Farmers in fuffering their Swine to run at 


large. 


The common practice of fuffering fwine to run at large, 
during the fummer months, is highly injudicious; for, without 
adverting to the damage which not unfrequently arifes to the 
farmer by thefe means, I fhall juft notice the total lo/s of a large 
quantity of very excellent manure, which may be eafily made and 
preferved, by adopting the following plan. 

Let a pen or yard be made, of fufficient dimenfions to contain 
the number of fwine with convenience : it ought to be a little 
concave, with a large fhallow trough funk in one corner for 
water ; a ihady place is to be preferred, or a flight fhed may be 
put up, for a retreat in very warm weather. 

It now remains for the farmer, after having fhut m his hogs, 
to cut up and throw in all kinds of weeds, which are too often 
fuffered to grow to maturity round the borders of his inclofures ; 
mud from the bottom of ponds, and fcrapings from the yard, 
the haulm of peas, beans and potatoes, fern or brakes, and to 
thofe whofe local fituation will admit of it, eel grafs and rock 
weed will be excellent ingredients; thefe, with many other 
vegetable fubflances, may be put in at times when the farmer 

cannot be better employed: a little quick-lime, occafionally 
iprinkled upon the mafs, will greatly favor the decompofition. 

If this or a fimilar mode was purfued, and the manure fo 
made properly applied, it would tend in a great meafure to {top 
the complaints which are frequently made of flhort crops, thin 
grafs, worms, drought,* &c. 

I am aware that objections may be made to the foregoing 
obfervations, by thofe who are accuftomed to turn out their {wine 


* It is generally underftood that the dung of {wine refills the i1f effe&s of 
drought. 
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to pick up a fubfiftence from the fruit of the cak, beech, and 
other nuttrees. But when it is confidered, that this fuftenance 
(however nutritious it may be) is of fhort duration, no prudent 


farmer will forego the rea/ advantages of occlufion, for the trifling 


benefit of having his hogs kept at free coit for a few weeks. 
Ido not think that any new ideas are here developed, but my 
only object is, to remind farmers how much of this invaluable 
article may be made with a little care and attention. 


N. B. Our correlpondents who favor us with their names, would oblige us 
likewife, if agreeable to them, by giving us the towns im which they live. 


Remarks. 


The attention of the farmer is here called to a fubject, 
where we believe it may be very profitably directed. Manure 
is the great fnew of agriculture, as money is of war; and the 
making the 4e/? of every advantage or opportunity for increaling 
the quantity of it, is one of the moft prominent traits in the 
character of a good farmer. 


Previous to receiving the foregoing communication, we had 
on our files the following article, on the properties of this kind 
of manure, {elected for the Regifter, which, as it prefents dif 
ferent views of the fame fubject, we give a place here. 


Manure from Swine—bhow to increafe the Quantity. 
{From the New England Farmer. | 


’ ‘The dung of {wine is a very rich and fat manure, and fo cold 
as to ferment very flowly. It is fo rich and oily as to be double 
in value to neat’s dung. It will render the moft dry and hungry 
foils exceedingly fruitful in a wettifh feafon, as I have found by 
experience. It refifts the ill effects of drought, and does moft 
fervice in a hot country. By its fteady and gradual fupply of a 
rich nourifhment, it is peculiarly adapted for the growing of 
hops, pumpkins, running beans, and every plant which has long 
vines. Nothing can equal it for the growing of potatoes: it 
has produced me more than a peck in a hill on the pooreft hun- 
gry fands ; or rather, I might fay, Praw only a little impregnated 
with the dung of hogs has done it. This is fo ftrong a manure, 
that it anfwers well when mixed with a large proportion of earth, 
weeds, firaw, or other bibulous fubflances, It is almoft incredible 
how great a quantity of good manure may be obtained, by /up- 
plying a hog-fty with rubbifh to mix withthe dung. I have heard 
of forty loads of manure being made in a year, by means of one 
hog-{ty, and I have no doubt of its being practicabie, 
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Experiment, fhowing the Importance of feleing the firft ripe Seeds, 
communicated to the Truftees of the a, pecs Agricaltur al 
Society by JaMES FREEMAN, September 1, 1805, and publi ‘ifoed 


by them in 1806. 


To afcertain whether the ripening of feeds can be forward- 
ed, by fowing thofe which are the earlieit ripe, I have made 
experiments, all af which have been fuccefsful, on feveral dif- 
ferent forts. It will be fufficient to mention one only. 

In the year 1801, I planted the cafe-knife bean. ‘The pods 
firft formed, which are commonly thofe neareft the root, were 
referved ; and when about the quantity of a peck was filly ripe, 
they were gathered on the fame day. ‘The largeft and faireft 
of the feeds were planted the next year, and the firft formed 
pods referved as before. The fame method has been purfued 
without any variation, till the prefent year: by means of which, 
whilft the bean has not degenerated in its quality, the ripening 
of the feeds has been forwarded twenty-fix days; as will appear 


from the following 


TABLE. 

Planted. Gathered. No. days. 
1801, May 20, Sept. 9, 112 
1802, May 11, Aug. 21, 102 
1803, May 10, Aug. 8, 90 
1804, May 8, Aug. 4, 88 
1806, May 6, July 31, 4} 86 








The firft column denotes the time of planting the feeds ; the 
fecond, that of gathering the feeds which were firft ripe; and 
the third, the number of days which elapfed between the time 
of planting and the time of gathering. 


As inthe fecond and following years I anticipated the time of 


planting the feeds, (by which means fourteen days have been 
gained, in addition to the twenty-fix noted above) to determine 





what effect later planting would produce, by giving the feeds 
more advantage from the heat of {ummer, in the years 1804 
and 1805 I put into the ground a quantity of feed, about a 
week later than that which was firft planted; the event which 


took place is exhibited in the following 


TABLE. 
Planted. Gathered. No. days. 
1804, May 14, Aug. 8, 86 
1805, May 13, Aug. 6, 85 





As very little time has been gained in the prefent and in the 
preceding year, I fuppofe I have now reached, or nearly reached, 
the ne plus ultra; I delay not, therefore, to communicate to the 
truftees of the A gricultural Society, the refult of an experiment, 
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which confirms the important truth, taught in various parts of 
their ufeful publications, That, to enfure an early and good crop, 
the feeds referved for future fowing fhould be thofe which are the 

jirft ripe, and which are in other re/pects the moft perfeét. | 


Cider Prefs on a new Confiru@ion, by Mr. Pavui Donce, of New 
Caftle, (Maine.) 


AN account of this prefs was communicated to the prefident 
of the Maffachufetts Agricultural Society, by Mr. Dodge, early 
the prefent year, and has fince been publifhed with other 
«< Papers,” by the truftees of the Society. ‘This account was 
alfo accompanied with a pattern of the pre/s, which is now lodged 
in the fecretary’s office, at the new {tate houfe, for the infpec- 
tion of all thofe who may have the curiofity to {ee it. 

The advantages propoted to be gained by the ufe of this prefs 
are, a faving of labor, greater expedition in the work, and no 
occafion for the ufe of water or ftraw, which undoubtedly are 
an injury to the cider. 

Mr. Dodge has not given us the expen/e of this prefs, which fo 
far may be confidered a defect in his account ; the conftruction 
of it, however, is fimple, and the expenfe light, as any one muft 
be perfuaded by an infpe¢tion of the pattern lodged at the ftate 
houfe. ‘The following is Mr. Dodge’s account of the ufe of 
this prefs, and his method of making cider, as publifhed by the 
Maflachufetts Agricultural Society. 





AA new, clean, and eafy Method to make Cider. 


The apples, after being ground, are put into a curb or vat, 
and levelled with a fhovel; then covered with a plank, and 
blocked up as ufual. It may be preffled with a long beam or 
fhort cider fcrew, but hay {crews are beft. ‘The cider may be 
preffed in two hours. Two men and a boy may make twenty 
barrels in one day. As no ftraw is ufed, it may be made in 
cold weather, if the pumice does not freeze. 

The girts.muft be four feet eight inches infide, four inches 
and an half {quare, made of the beft of timber, with hinges and 
bolts in proportion ; the flats three feet three inches long, one 
inch and a quarter thick, three inches wide, and half an inch 
apart. The eye bolts may be drawn with an iron bar with eate, 
and any quarter of the vat taken off, to take out the pumice. 
A curb of this fize will hold pumice enough to make ten barrels 
of cider. JI have made cider in this new way two years, and 
find it is done with half the ufual labor, and the cider clear. 
The above can be attefted by many. 


PAUL DODCE. 
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DR. APAMS, 


Finpinc by experience that the following receipt for pick- 
ling is a great improvement, I thought to communicate it for 
the Regiiter, if acceptable. 


Receipt for Pickling. 


After cleanfing your cafk, put firft a layer of white oak leaves, 
and then a layer of cucumbers, or whatever your pickles confift 
of, and fo on to fill your cafk ; interfperfe between each layer 
dill feed, muftard feed, horfe-raddifh, &c. and to every twenty 
cucumbers one bell of pepper. Form a compofition of clear 
{alt and water, not hardly iufficiently {trong to bear an egg, to 
every gallon add one quart of good vinegar ; {cald and fkim this 
pickle, and after cool to a degree of blood warmth, add it to 
your cafk, and cover it tight. 

If rightly performed, this method will preferve pickles the 
year round, and forins a very agreeable fauce. 


For the MEDICAL ann AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 


In cold moift land, and in cold wet feafons, when Indian 
corn is often fo chilled or foak sed in the ground as never to 
vegetate, is it beft to cover it deep or fhallow? to plant it in a 
deep furrow, or on a high ridge, made by turning two furrows 
together? and what kind of manuring, in fuch cafes, is beft ? 
If any experienced farmer will communicate his remarks on 
thefe queries, through the medium of the Regifter, he will 
receive the thanks of at leaft one 

| NovIcE IN THE ART. 

Warren, (Maine,) ‘une 24, 1806, 


To prevent Wheat Ruf. 


Mr. Isaac Younc, of Georgia, mixed rye amongft his 
feed wheat, and thus efcaped the blaft of his wheat. It 
was repeatedly tried till he was convinced of its efficacy : and 
then he fowed five acres with wheat, furrounded with a lift of 
twenty five feet breadth of rye ; and this alfo fucceeded ; and 
being repeated, it is found a certain fecurity to the wheat. 


Bord. Huf. 
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MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 


MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 


PLL LL” 


ARTICLE XXI. 
For the MEDICAL ann AGRICULTURAL REGISTER, 
Obfervations on the late Eclipfe. 


You who delight to canvafs nature’s laws, - 

And trace effeéts to God, the great firft toate. 

Come, view his works among the rolling {pheres, 
Whofe conflant motions mark days, months, and y cars. 


A TOTAL eclipfe of the Sun is fo rare a phenomenon, 
that but few generations have an opportunity of feeing that 
fublime fpectacle. ‘Though one happens once in a very few 
years, to fome part of the earth, yet it is uncommon for two to 
happen at the fame place without the lapfe of feveral centuries 
between. ‘l'o thofe who never have an opportunity of beholding 
fo grand a {cene, a defcription muit be interefting, though lan- 
guage can give but a faint one. ‘To aftronomers accurate and 
minute obfervations are effentially ferviceable, in affording ma- 
terials for future calculations. 

In no {cience has human fagacity been more fuccefsful in its 
refearches, than in aftronomy. ‘To have a knowledge of the 
motions, magnitudes, and diftances of the celeftial bodies, fuffi- 
cient to predict, for a thoufand years hence, to a few feconds, 
the conjunctions and occultations of not only the Sun and Moon, 
but of the fattellites of Jupiter, which are far beyond the ken 
of the ftrongeft eye fight, when unafflifted by optical inftruments, 
difcovers at once what fuccefs attends perfevering induftry, and 
to what perfection human nature can arrive. And ftill we are 
not to fuppofe, that aftronomical inquiries have reached the 
bounds, which they cannot pafs. ‘The {fcience is daily enriched 
with new difcoveries. 

The late total echipfe of the Sun, befides affording a moft 
pleafing and auguft fight to every beholder, and a fource of 
wonder and contemplation to every thinking being, ferved to 
confirm the former calculations of aftronomers, and make cor- 
rections for future ones. ‘The near agreement of computation 
with obfervation, fhows that our prefent tables are nearly ac- 
curate. 

By computation for the town of Groton, in latitude 42° 351’ 
north, longitude 71° 26’ weft, from Greenwich, the following 
is the refult from Mayer’s and Mafon’s tables, for Fergufon’s 
would not make it total at this place :— 
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hr. m. S$. 
Beginning of the eclipfe, June 16, 10 5 40 } 
Beginning of total darknefs, 11 24 30 | 
End of tota) darknets, - 11 27 90 { Clock time. 
End of the eclipie, - . 12 5% oo ( Cental at Groton. 
Duration of total darknefs, 2 00 
Duration of the ec!rpfe, - 2 46 go fj 


By obfervations made at this place with an acromatic tele- 
{cope, which magnifies twenty-fx times in lineal dimenfions, it 
happened as follows :— 


hr. m. s. 
Beginning of the ecl:pfe, - 10 3 30 ) 
pee. of total eee 11 22 00 
“nd of total darknefs, - - - 11 27 00 . 
End of the echipfe, - - ‘12 5 oo " Clock time. 
Duration of total darknefs, 5 00 j 
Duration of the eclipfe, - 2 43 30 


The time was taken by a well regulated clock, compared with 
a meridian line the day before, and on the fame day of the 
eclipfe ; but, owing to feveral inconveniencies, there may per- 
haps be an error of ten feconds in fome of the times, as above 
{tated. ‘Phe computations were, therefore, as near as could be 
expected, except in the time of total darknefs, in which the 
earth’s motion on its axis, a very material circumftance, was not 
confidered. 

The centre of the Moon’s fhadow, in this eclipfe, firft touched 


our globe in the Pacific Ocean, latitude 24° north, longitude | 


138° weft, it being there funrife. It traverfed the earth in a 
curvilineal direction, bending northerly of eait, and pafling our 
longitude between latitude 41° 40’ and 43° 28’, till it arrived 
off the fouthern fhores ef Nova Scotia, where it was noon. 
Then inclining foutherly of eaft, it left the earth in the interior 
of Africa, latitude 12° north, longitude 12° eaft, it there being 
funfet. The dark fhadow was about 118 ftatute miles in diam- 
eter, but covered very different portions of the earth’s furface, 
according to its angle of inclination. At this place it covered a 
{pace 125 miles in diameter. The abfolute time of its pafling 
over the earth was three hours eleven minutes, moving at the 
rate of 38 miles per minute on the plane of the horizon. Com- 
puting from this, at the place where the eclipfe was total and 
central at noon, the duration of total darknefs would be but 
three minutes; but the place fo fituated was alfo moving eaft- 
ward 13 miles per minute, which prolonged the duration to 
five minutes, which exa¢tly agrees with the obfervations made 
at this place. Our motion was not materially different from 
the place where it was total on the meridian. At Bofton the 
total darknefs was fhorter in duration than here, becaufe it was 
not fo near the centre of the fhadow. 

The fky was unufually clear and ferene ; not a cloud appeared 
in the hemifphere; the leaves fcarcely waved by the wind. 
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The thermometer, which, in a very cool pofition at the com- 
mencement of the eclipfe, ftood at 66, when the Sun was about 
half’ obfcured began to fall; the light was perceptibly dimin- 
ifhed, Venus appeared, and a gloom began to {pread over the 
face of nature. 

When the Sun was nine or ten digits obfcured, honey bees 
were oblerved to be faft yathering to the hives; the gloom 
greatly increafed; a chilly dampnefs came on; the Moon’s 
dark fhadow was plainly feen approaching in the weft, having 
the appearance of a dark thunder cloud, undefined at the edges. 
Juft as the Sun was wholly ob{icured, the bees were {till in their 
hives ; doves rapidly flew to their windows, dodging as it pur- 
fued by a hawk; birds fung their evening fongs; tame fowls 
roofted under the firft fhelter they found; horfes and_ cattle 
difcovered their confternation, by ceafing to feed and looking 
round with a wild ftare. And what muit have been the afton- 
iftment of the uninftructed favages, on our weftern coaft and in 
Africa, when they beheld the great fource of light and warmth, 
perhaps the only god they worthipped, hiding his face, and 
leaving them, for aught they knew, in everlatting night! The 
whole of animated nature was concerred in the {cene, but en- 
lightened man alone could view with compofure, and adore its 
great Author. 

When the Sun was entirely hidden, white ftreams darted 
from all fides around the moon, terminating in points at the 
diftance of feveral degrees, not fpr eading equably in every part, 
but in pencils or fpears, fome larger and brighter than others, 
very much refembling an aurora ‘boréalis. The edge of the 
Moon jagged, appearing like a far diftant mountainous horizon ; 
and the eaftern part was varioufly tinged with reddith light, 
which foon difappeared, the deepeit notches or vallies retaining 
it the longeft. ‘Lhe fame phenomenon was exhibited on the 
weftern edge, previous to the Sun’s emerging. ‘This had much 
the appearance of a well defined edge of a very denfe cloud, 
behind which the Sun has juft fallen ; and was fuppofed to be 
parts of the Moon, on which the Sun fhined, vilible through 
the deep vallies, or refractions of light through the Moon’s 
atmofphere. Six or feven of thefe vallies were deeper and 
longer perceptible than the reft. ‘The quantity of darknefs 
cannot be well compared, as it was very different from that of 
night, being exceflively gloomy. A familiar countenance could 
not be known but a few feet diftant. 

Befides the planets Mars, Venus, and Mercury, many of the 
fixed ftars appeared, among which were Sirius, Procyon, feveral 
in Orion and in Urfa Major. Seventeen were enumerated, and 
many more were undoubtedly vifible. The thermometer fell 
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to 60°. The dew on the grafs was fufficient to wet the fhoes, 
by walking through it. 

The departing light was eafily endured by the faked eye ; 
but during the total darknefs the pupil was fo much dilated, 
that the firft appearance of the Sun was infufferably bright. 
The cocks immediately gave the returning light the ufual falute. 
All nature feemed inftantly reanimated. ‘The {cene furely bore 
no faint refemblance to that, when firft the Almighty faid, 
‘“‘ Let there be light : and there was light.” 

The inverted images of the Sun in the fhades of trees were 
noticed in many places, though not in this. A friend, who was 
a few miles north of the dark: fhadow, not having fo many things 
to arreft his notice, paid particular attention to this beautiful 
phenomenon. He obferves, that the innumerable images of 
_ the Sun, fhowing the exact {tate of the eclipfe, in all its ftages, 
in an inverted pofition, afforded a pattern too fuperlatively 
beautiful for any painter on earth to imitate. Any perfon may 
fatisfy himfelf that this would be the cafe, in fuch a partial light, 
by letting the fun fhine into a room through a {mall hole, 
whether round or not, and an inverted image will be formed. 

It is faid, that at fome places congealed mift was obferved, 
floating in the air. Something fimilar was here feen, at a very 
great height ; but it was fuppoied to be the cotton like fubftance 
which attaches to the feeds of certain trees and plants. 

_ Whether the Moon have an atmofphere, is a queftion, which, 
it feems, is yet undetermined. An opportunity for fyeculations 
on the fubjeét was offered in this eclipfe. ‘The opinion and 
reafonings of aftronomers on the fubject would be highly grati- 
fying to the writer, and probably to the public at large. 
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Refult of Meteorological and other Obfervations, for Fuly, 1806; 
made at DEERFIELD, WARWICK, Mason, PORTSMOUTH, 
SMITHFIELD, (R. I.) and Boston :—For the Medical and 
Agricultural Regifter. 
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WEATHBR. 


1/1 day, foggy, cloudy; a little rain; | 17—clouds and funfhine, fome places 

ap 0,3 in. Port/, fine rain in fhowers. | 
the night. 18—appearances of rain; Smithfield, 
2—cloudy, fair io p.m. wind N.W. acer, ©,3 inch. ; ft 


3) fair, rather = Warw. rainy morn- | 19—rain; Warw. 3 inches, very little 


4( cool, fine ing, 2 inches, fair or none in many other places. 

5( hay weather. afternoon. 20 ) Sund. fair, fhowers, thunder and 
6 ) Sund. brifk winds. 21 § lightning in fome places. 
7—loggy, cloudy, little rain, fair. 22—cloudy, rain; Moon’s laf quarter. 
of th {mall § Moon’s laf quarter. Warw. 0,5 inch. Smithf. 0,4 inch. 








g > fhowers, with thunder and light. } 23 ) fair, a fine feafon, 
1o yin fome places; Smzth/. 0,5 in. | 24 ( flying clouds, 
Portf. fine rain molt of the 1oth; ; 25¢ brifk winds, light fhowers 
Ma/on, athunder ftorm, with hail. 26 ) in fome places. 
11—cloudy, fome places rain, Warw. | 27—Sund. cloudy, rain; Warw. 3 in. 
0,25 inch; fair afternoon. very little in many other places ; 
19—cloudy, fair. Swuthfeld, 0,2 inch. 
13 )Sund. fair, changeable weather; fair, cloudy, 
14 ( cool for gC and light fhowers each day ; 
15( the Port/. fine fower. New Moon. Deer{.& Warw. rain Full Moon. 
16 ) feafon. 31 ) more copious. 


Depth of water fallen in rainmWarwick 10,75inch. Smithfield 2,40 inch. 





Mafon, Fuly, 1806. 


On Thurfday, 10th inftant, we experienced, in the wefterly 
part of this town, a very diftrefling and terrible hail ftorm. <A 
little before night a cloud was feen gathering in the north; it 
foon became very black, and appeared in great commotion; its 
approach was with rapidity, and juft after funfet we began to 
feel its dire effects. ‘The difcharge of hail and rain, accompanied 
with tremendous wind, was beyond what was perhaps ever known 
in this place before. ‘The direétion of the cloud was from north 
about due fouth, and its centre about on the line between this 
town and New Ipfwich. We learn that it begun in Greenfield, 
and did much damage in that town, in Peterborough, and Tem- 
ple. With us the hail did not extend much over a mile in 
width, to do material injury, nor in a fouth direction but little 
way into Afhby: but within its extent the deftruction is almoft 
entire. Englifh grain is beaten down, and ftraws broken off. 
Indian corn not only torn, but in fome places the ftalks broken 
and bruifed off, and carried away. Grafs is laid flat to the 
ground, and much of it cut off by the hail; and in places where 
the water formed a current, is buried under the earth and rub- 
bifh. All kinds of garden fauce are cut tothe ground. Apple 
trees are very much bruifed, as is what fruit remains on the 
trees. Many, both fruit and foreft trees, are torn up. Thus, 
in a moment, the pleafing expectations of the induftrious farmer 
are entirely cut off. ‘There was no damage dorie to buildings 
in this town, except breaking the glafs on the windward fides 


of houfes. (Rev.) E. HILL. 
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Warwick, Fuly, 1806. 
This month, previous to the 19th, has been extremely dry, 
and vegetation feemed to retreat: fince that time we have had 
plentiful rains ; the drooping plant receives new vigor, and the 
whitened hills refume their verdure. Corn has a very promil- 
ing appearance. Winter rye was ripe about the 25th: the 


ingathering has been delayed, and the grain fome damaged by 
the rains.— Lhe /fate of health is very favorable. W.C. 


Smithfield,* Fuly 31, 1806. 

Rivers and brooks very low. Vegetables look tolerably well. 
Winter rye and wheat have fucceeded very well, except on fome 
low lands, where they were damaged by the froft on the 23d of 
May ; but {pring grain has been confiderably affected by blaft. 
Hay came in confiderably fhort of laft year.—A general time 
of health. : 

| Deerfield, Fuly 31, 1806. 

Progre/s of vegetation, ‘9'c.—Black and red cherries ripe the 
6th of the month. Cucumbers, in moft of our gardens, fit for 
ule the 12th. Our people began to reap the 14th: the crops 
of Englifh grain are excellent : little or no damage from the fly. 
In this town great benefit is derived from the ule of gyp/um, or 
plafter of Paris. A farmer here, this feafon raifed thirty bufhels 
of wheat on an acre of ground, on which, in May laft, two and 
an halt -bufhels of plaiter were fowed. ‘This was an old field; 
and without plafter, has heretofore produced but ten buthels of 
rye per acre; and this was reckoned a good crop for the land. 
Iuarge tracts of land in this town, which have formerly been 
efteemed of little value, are, by the ufe of plafter, now tranf- 
formed to fertile fields; and the produce from them is nearly 
equal to our beft interval lands. ‘This improvement in agricul- 
ture begins to check emigrations to new countries: and many 
who, from the fterility of their farms, hardly procured fubfift- 
ance for their families, now find ample fupplies, without the 
laborious tafk of moving to and clearing up new farms in the 
weftern regions. 

State of health, {9c.—The month has been healthy in this 
and the neighboring towns. The lady whofe cafe was men- 
tioned in my obfervations for May laft, died the 8th of this 
month. She had refided eleven weeks in the ftable; and had 
become fo attached to it, that it was with confiderable reluctance 
fhe quitted it: this fhe did only fourteen days before her death. 
The place in which fhe refided, was a decent room, fitted up in 
a building adjoining the dwelling houfe: a floor was laid over 








* JFune.—From the goth to the 25th, the {mall limbs of pear trees, quinces and 
fome apple trees, died.. The leaves began to wither firftly at or near the extrem- 
ities of the limbs, and proceeded gradually towards the trunk. . The fame kind of 
trees, in the fame neighborhood, were very differently affe€ted; fome fhewing 
fcarcely any dead leaves, while others have but few live ones. 
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§ NOTES. 






the cows, in which were openings, to admit the effluvia from 
below. A {mall iron ftove was kept in the room with the 
patient, for the purpefe of keeping up a proper temperature of 
air in cool weather: but it was feldom neceffary to ufe the ftove, 
for the air was kept warm by the cows. Although this mode 
of treatment proved ineffectual, it ought not to prevent further 
trials ; for, if we may believe doctor Beddoes, very extraordinary 
cures have been effected by it. In the cafe above mentioned, it 
is fuppofed that the life of the patient was lengthened, for when 
fhe entered the {table fhe appeared to be far advanced in the 
diforder ; and it is probable that there exifted a predifpofition 
to the difeafe.—This difeafe feems not to have completed its 
ravages in this devoted family.* ‘The father was taken with it 
about the 20th of May, and has declined very rapidly : he now 
appears to be near his end. He will make the fourth death in 
the family within four years. Another of the family, a fon, 
has lately been attacked with an emopty/s, and continues in a 
feeble ftate.—This family have been healthy, till within about 
four years; were brought up in the healthful employment of 
agriculture, and were remarkable for their induftry and temper- 
ance. Four years ago they made fome additions and improve- 
ments in their dwelling houfe: the rooms, previous to this, 
were rather open and cold; they are now clofe and warm. 

Query.—Could this alteration be inftrumental in exciting the 
difeate into action, admitting the family to be predifpofed to it ? 
: Er. HOYT. 


* The name of this family is SHELDON. 
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“ OBSERVATIONS and Experi- was experienced one of the fineft fhow- 
ments on the Canker Worm,” are very ers we have witneffed this featon. The 


thankfully received, and will appear in 23d alfo was a wet day. 
our next number, - All day long the full-dif- 
tended clouds 
Indulg’d their genial ftores.” 
Very dry, inthe vicinity of Boon, Wellsand {prings of water very low. 
previous to the ged of thisinftant, when = Bofon, Augu/, 1806. 





THE SEASON. 


POL LL 


Errata.—The following errata ran through fome part of the impreffion of 
our laft number :—Page 109, line 6, ** goes,” correéted, went. Page 111, line 
23, ‘* Alcleberan,” corretted, Aldebaran. 
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